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Annex X
(informative):

External Management of Packet Flow Descriptions
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Figure X-1: Deployment architecture for external management of packet flow descriptions

It is possible to enable external entities such as an ASP to manage packet flow descriptions for services within an operator network. 

In this case, the ASP and operator agree commercial terms. Then, outside the context of any IP-CAN sessions, the operator updates SCEF, PFDF, PCEF and TDF using operations and maintenance procedures that are not standardised by 3GPP.

These procedures may include:

-
SCEF is updated to allow the ASP to initiate procedures for packet flow description management.

-
Application identifier(s) the ASP will use to describe their services are provisioned to PFDF, PCEF and/orTDF. Initial packet flow descriptions may also be provisioned to PFDF, PCEF and/or TDF.

NOTE: The interface between ASP and SCEF is not standardised by 3GPP.

Outside of any IP-CAN sessions, when the ASP wants to update packet flow descriptions for a particular application identifer, the ASP communicates notifies the SCEF. The SCEF then updates the packet flow descriptions for that application identifier in the PFDF, using the procedures outlined in section X. Depending on operator configuration, the PFDF will either push the update out to some/all PCEFs/TDFs in the network, or the update will be pulled by PCEF/TDF at a later stage.
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